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A.A^ A gatekeeper connected to an H323 network, comprising: 

end point; 

a transport data transmitting section; and 

a control section which: nhiralitv of 

<.«e™i.« whCher said ga«kcep«r has lightes. .«.d among a p.^..y 

gattk«ep=K deluding said gatekeeper; Ml and tanaport dau to said 

consols said mmspor. data traosnaitticg secnon to transit transport 
endpoint in teaponsetodte gatekeeper discov^y message. When it is detenntnedthatsatd 

gatekeeper has the Ughtest load. 
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C„T.gatekeeperaccording.oeiaint.,»Hereinsaid.n™.se«^^^^ 


^Ortda.atransn,.t.ingsectionnotto,rans„.ttransp„rtda.ainresponseto.^^^^^^ 
discovery nressage. when it is determined t« said gatekeeper does no. have the hghtest load. 

3 (Original) the gatekeeper according » claim 1. wherein said control section ,»mprises: 

a storage section which stores a load state hst indicaUve of existence of any of satd 
pl„ralityofgat.ke.pershavingligh.erloadsthansaidgatekeq>er;and 

a flrst control section which refers to said load sUte list to determine wh«her satd 
gatekeeper has the lightest load among said plurality of gatekeepers including said ^keeper 
and controls said transport data transmitting sechon to tr^smit transport data to sa^ end pomU n 
response to the gatekeeper discovery message, when it is determined that ,a,a gatekeeper has *e 
lightest load. 
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4. 


Airier tr. rlaim 3 wherein said control section 
(Previously presented) The gatekeeper according to claim 3, wn 

^ S...e^» .aid « Of ,a».eepe. as a „o«ce .-.eep», 

load su.e aoUc message including a load of said notice ttansmi«i~g 8»««W«; 

a calculating section which calculates a load of said gatelceepe, as a »^ 
a second conm>l section which ex»c,a ti.e load of said notice ti:ansnu«»g 8a»l..^er 
^n, said load s.a.e notice n,es,age, and con,pa,cs ti,e exuacied load 

™„s »> mentifier of said notice fitting ga«keeper a. leas. u,.o aa.d load stale Us, when 
the extracted load is lighter than Oie self-load. 

5. (Previously presented) gatekeeper according to claim 4. wherein said control section 

further comprises: 

a load state request message transmitting section, 

wherein said second control section controls said load state request message transm^mg 
section to transmitaload state rec^estmessagewimanidenUnerofsaid gatekeeper and sa.d 

self-load to other gatekeepers of said plurality of gatekeepers, and 

wherein said other gatekeepers selectwely reply by transmitting said load state notxce 
message to said gatekeeper based on a load of said other gatekeepers. 

6. (P^viously presented) The gatekeeper according to claim 3, wherein said control section 

further comprises : 

a load state request message receiving section which receives said load state request 
message with anidentificrofsaido^er gatekeepers and the loadofsaid other gatekeepers; and 

a load state notice message transmitting section, and 

wherein said second control section extracts the load of said other gatekeepers from sa.d 
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.rP. the extracted load and the load of said gatekeeper as a 
load state request message, and compares the ^^^^^^^ , ,,,, ,,,,, 

when the extracted load is lighter than the self-load. 

Hi„o tn claim 6 wherein said second control section 
n /-Orioinal^ The gatekeeper accordmg to claim o, wn ^ 

referring to a load state list which indicates identifiers of ones havmg lighter loads, 
referring to ^^tekeeper to determine whether said first gatekeeper 

said pluraUty of gatekeepers, in said first gatekeeper 

has the hahtest load among said pluraUty of gatekeepers; and 

^e^age i„ .aid when i. is — ed th« said fi,. sa.e.eeper has ..gb.es. 

load. 

(Previously prese„«d) TTie load dis«ibu«»g mettod according <o claim 8. Wher 

to.ng said gatekeeper discoverv message, when i. is deiem^ned iha. said 
gatekeeper does not have the Hghtest load. 

10. (Previously presented) The load distributing method according to claim 8, further 

comprising: 
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calculating a load of said first gatekeeper as a first load; 

second load ftom said second gatekeeper; 

extracting said second load from said load state notice message; 

comparing said first load and said second load; and 

an identifier of said second gatekeeper into saidload state list. w.ens.d second 

load is lighter than said first load. 


11. (Previously 


presented) Hie load disttibming metood according to claim 10, further 


'"^""Zs^^S a load state re,.est tnessa^e wit. an identic, of said first gatekeeper and 
said first load to said second gatekeeper. 

U. (Previously presented) The load distributing method according to claim 10, Srfter 

"""'"tlving said load state request message with ^ identifier of .aid second gatekeeper and 

said second load; 

extracting said second load from said load state request message; 
comparing the extracted second load and said first load; and 

transmitting a load state notice message with said first load and said identifier of sa.d fixs^ 


gatekeeper 
load. 


.„ said second gatekeeper, when the extracted second load is Ughter than satd first 


13. 


(Previously presented) The load distributmg method according to claim 1 2, fiirther 


'"Lding said load state request message, when the extracted second load is not lighter 
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than said first load. 

LS.. U. e,ua,i.e a,oaa _.s,y between in .a.dp,„^..y orga.„. 

,5 (Previously presented) The gatekeep^ according .o claim 1. wherein said 

, .aH„ of a number „, acrua, re^s«a.ions .0 a maximun. number of regU«Uons whrcb can be 

registered by said gatekeeper. 

16 (Previously presented) The gatekeeper according to Cain, 5, wherein said second control 
sec Jcontrcls s.d lo«i st«e revues, message transmitting section to periodically transmtt satd 

load state request message. 

n (Previously presented) The gatekeeper according to claim 1. wher^ -a control section 
controls said «a„sport data ^ansnutting section to transmit transport data to said end potnt m 
Zonse to the gatekeeper discovery message only when it is determined that said gatekeeper has 

the lightest load. 

18 (Previously presented) The load distributing method according to claim 8, wherein said 
first gatekeeper is independent of said second gatekeeper and shares infom^ation w.th saxd 

second gatekeeper. 

1 9 (Pteviously p^sented) The load distributing method according to claim 8, wherein said 
first and second gatekeepers autonomously determine which of sard firs, and second gatekeepets 

has a lightest load. 
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20 (Previously presented) A packet network, comprising: 

a plur^ity of gatekeepers, a gatekeeper in said plurality of gateke^ers compnsmg: 

a first message receiving section which receives a gatekeeper discovery message 

from an end point; 

a transport data transniitting section; and 

a control section which: 

det«mines whether .aid gat*»per ha. the Ughtest load among satd 

^'""""°'"'""'^:ro.s..,.a.po«da.atta„»>it.nS»cUo.,.o»^^^^ 

to said end point in response to *e gateiceeper discovery message, when it is determined *at sa,d 

gatekeeper has the Ughtest load. 
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